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FreE Pusuic Liprary, 
January 4th, 1861. ‘ 


To the City Council of the City of New Bedford: 

In accordance with the vote of the Trustees, I herewith, 
transmit to you their Ninth Annual Report, “of the opera- 
tions of the Library during the year” 1860, “and of its 


present condition.” Very respectfully, 
- Your obedient servant, 
ABNER J. PHIPPS, 
Secretary of the Board of Trustees. 


In Boarp oF ALDERMEN, Jan. 5th, 1861. 
Accepted, and ordered to be printed, and sent down for concur- 


rence. SANFORD §. HORTON, City Clerk. 


In Common Council, Jan. 5th, 1861. 


Concurred. 
I. M. RICHARDSON, Clerk. 
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RHEPORT. 


The Trustees of the Free Public Library, in accordance 
with the requirements of the Ordinance for its establishment, 
respectfully present their Ninth Annual Report “of its” 
operations during the year, and of its present condition.” 

There have been added to the Library during the year 
about 1500 volumes, and 434 pamphlets. Of the former, 
352 were donated, and the remainder were purchased. The 
pamphlets were all donated. The periodicals of 1859 have, 
as usual, been bound into volumes, and are included in the 
whole number given above. This increase is about the same 
in general average as in preceding years, and makes the 
entire number of books in the Library about 15,000 volumes. 
The character of the additions made by purchase is desery- 
ing of consideration. While the Trustees have felt the. im- 
portance and necessity of providing,— with due discrimina- 
tion,—for the wants of a very numerous class of readers in 
our community, who from a lack of intellectual culture, and 
of a refined literary taste, must have works of a lighter and 
more ephemeral character, or else forego the advantages of 
such an institution, yet they have considered it of the utmost 
importance that a large proportion of the additions should 
be standard works, of unquestioned merit, in every depart- 
ment of literature and science. They believe that few, if 
any, libraries of so popular a character, intended not only 
for the educated, and more intelligent, but for all classes 
indiscriminately, can show a larger proportion of permanent, 
and really yaluable works, embodying the results of the most 
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recent scientific experiments and investigations, as well as 
those of former periods. They by no means claim that in 
so small a library as this, all the best works in the various 
departments of a well appointed library are to be found 
upon its shelves, but only that they have sought to make 
such a judicious expenditure of the comparatively small sum 
at their disposal for the increase of the library, as should 
secure for it the greatest number possible of such works. 

Many books, particularly those of the class above spoken 
of as most in demand, in consequence of the cheap and 
insecure manner in which the publishers send them forth, and 
the rough usage to which in many cases they are subjected, 
soon need to be repaired or rebound, and often are entirely 
condemned as unfit for further use. While in a majority of 
cases the takers of books from the library seem to use them 
as carefully as, all things considered, could be expected, still — 
the Trustees, from the occasional exceptions, feel constrained 
to enjoin upon all a still greater degree of carefulness in 
using the books and periodicals, so that as small a sum as 
possible may be required to meet the expenses incident to 
an improper use of them. 

An examination of the library shows its present condition 
to be alike creditable to the numerous takers of books, and 
to the vigilance and fidelity of its appointed custodian. 


The whole number of books delivered during the year has been 27,3856 
Daily average, 89 
Whole number of cards issued, 4,079 
Number of cards issued during the year, 664 
Number of books belonging to the Library, 15,000 





From recent reports it appears that there are more than a 
million free white persons in the United States, over twenty 
years of age, who are unable to read and write. With sucha 
fact before us, in a country of unprecedented and ever acceler- 
ated growth, in which freedom of suffrage, on which rests the 
stability or downfall of all our most cherished institutions, is 
granted to all men, too much importance cannot be attached 
to the establishment and maintenance of such means for 
encouraging mental culture, and the growth of intelligent 
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reflection, as are presented by free public libraries. It is a 
gratifying fact, and full of hope for the future, that since the 
establishment of this library, very many others of a similar 
character have gone into successful operation not only in our 
own State, but also in many other parts of our country, and 
the time we trust is not far distant when the advantages of 
these purely literary, yet strictly popular institutions, shall 
be enjoyed in every city, town, and village of our widely 
extended country. The beneficial results of such an insti- 
tution in our own community, though silent and unseen, we 
believe to be incalculable, and with the utmost confidence in 
its ever increasing agency for good, the Trustees commend 
it to the continued fostering care, and liberal support of 
those to whom have been confided the moral and intellectual, 
as well as the more material interests of our prosperous city. 

The receipts and expenses for the municipal year have 
been as follows: 





Balance from last year, ie $11.42 

Amount appropriated, 2,500.00 

$2,511.42 
Salary of Librarian, for 9 months, $750.00 
Salary of Assistant, for the year, 200.00 
Making of fires, &c., for the year, 175.00 
Coal, (G. & R. H. Taber,). 140.44 
Gas, : 121.20 
Books, periodicals, binding, &c., 798.74 
Miscellaneous bills, 48.60 

- 2,233.98 

Leaving a balance of $277.44 


which will be adequate to meet the anticipated expenses of 
the Library for the remaining three months of the financial 


year. 
GEORGE HOWLAND Jr. FUND. 








Balance from last year, $115.50 
Received on coupons, * 96.00 
$211.50 

Expended for books, 158.00 
Leaving a balance of $53.50 


Donations have been received during the year from the 
following individuals and associations, for which the Trustees 
would return their grateful acknowledgments. 
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‘Bound. Unbound. Pamphlets. 


Allen, Mrs. Mary Congdon, 1 

American Antiquarian Society, 2 
American Philosophical Society, 1 2 
Bache, A. D., Superintendent of U. 8S. Coast Survey, 1 

Buckingham, William A.; Governor of Connecticut, 2 

Carey, Henry C., 4 
Chamberlin, Sabin P., 2 1 

City of Providence, 1 
Congdon, James B., 82 22 
Connecticut Historical Society, 1 1 
Eliot, Thomas D., (Congressional documents,) 65 1 

Foster, Isaiah D., 2 

Goodwin, William F., of Concord, N. H., | 25 
Greene, Thomas A., 2 
Heard, Jared M., 1 
Hervey, E. Williams, 1 
Horr, John E., 1 
Howland, George, Jr., 1 
Hubbard, Prof.'O. P., 1 
Kempton, Mrs. Mary T., 38 

Knowles, Thomas H., 3 
Library Com. of the Overseers of Harvard College, 1 
Library Company, Philadelphia, 1 
Mandell, Thomas, 1 
Mercantile Library Association, Brooklyn, 1 
Mercantile Library Association, New York, 1 
Mercantile Library Association, Philadelphia, 2 
Mercantile Library Association, San Francisco, 2 
Montague, William H., of Boston, 1 
New Hampshire Asylum for the Insane, 1 
New York State Library, 1 
Page, J. H. W., 1 

Peabody Institute, Danvers, Mass., oak 
Phipps, Abner J., 10 3 
Providence Atheneum, 2 
Public Library, Newburyport, 1 
Ricketson, Daniel, 5 
Sibley, J. L., 1 
Smithsonian Institution, 5 

Spare, Dr. John, 3 
State of Massachusetts, 1 

State of R.I., through J. R. Bartlett, Sec. of State, 1 1 

Taber, Abraham, 1 12 
Taber, William C., Jr., 4 

Thomson, J. H., 1 
Trustees of State Lunatic Hospital, Northampton, 1 
Tuttle, Mrs. E. Arnold, 124 3829 
Wilmington Institute, Delaware, 1 

Wilson, Henry, M. C., 4 

Young Men’s MercantileLibrary Assoc., Pittsburg, 1 
Young Men’s Society, Detroit, 1 


All which is respectfully submitted. 
By order of the Board, 
ISAAC C. TABER, 
Mayor, and ex-officio President. 
ABNER J. Puipps, Secretary. 
New Beprorp, January 4th, 1861. 


